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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To lessen the load on a 
host computer by using a print data being held 
repeatedly when a print data received from the host 
computer has a capacity smaller than that of a 
holdable print data. 

SOLUTION: Output from a copy print request 
detection circuit 13 is examined and a copy print 
request is received, it any, by a print data receiving 
circuit 1 1 otherwise normal print operation is 
continued. When an number of line comparison circuit 
10 decides that the number of received lines exceeds 
the number of holding lines of a data memory 2, a 
page request retry circuit 14 request retry to a host 
computer and a print data corresponding to the 
number of sheets is then received and copied. When it 
is not exceeded and next data is not present at the 
print data receiving circuit 11 , a data reuse circuit 1 2 
is requested to reuse a print data held in the data 
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memory 2. The receiving circuit 1 1 is thereby stopped and the print data in the memory 2 is 
protected for repetitive use. Printing is then repeated for the number of sheets detected by 
a the copy print request detection circuit 13. 



LEGAL STATUS 

[Date of request for examination] 

[Date of sending the examiner s decision of 

rejection] 

[Kind of final disposal of application other than 
the examiner's decision of rejection or 
application converted registration] 
[Date of final disposal for application] 
[Patent number] 
[Date of registration] 

[Number of appeal against examiner s decision 
of rejection] 



[Date of requesting appeal against examiner s 
decision of rejection] 
[Date of extinction of right] 



Copyright (C); 1 998 Japanese Patent Office 



THIS PAGE BLANK (uspto) 



Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application 
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A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to claims 1, 18, 19, 
and 32 of the present application. 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[EMBODIMENTS] 

Then, in step G, the data re-use circuit 12 is 
requested to re-use the print data held in the 
reception data memory 2. By this request for re-using 
print data, the print data reception circuit 11 stops 
its operation and protects the print data held in the 
print data memory 2 from being erased to allow re -use 
of the print data of pages held in the reception data 
memory 2 . 

As a result, it is possible to carry out copy 
printing without re- transmission of print data from the 
host computer. 

Then, in step F, because the print data to be used 
in copy printing are not held entirely in the reception 
data memory 2, the page re-transmission requesting 
circuit 14 sends a request to the host computer to re- 
transmit the p r in tr ~da t~a — of — pages — to — be — used in_copy. 
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printing so as to carry out copy printing while 
receiving from the host computer the print data of only 
those pages for which copy printing is to be made. 

In this way, re-transmission of print data from 
the host computer is made only when the print data of 
pages to be used in copy printing cannot be maintained 
in the reception data memory 2, thus reducing burden 
put on the host computer. 
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